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Objectives of the Visit

The goals of the visit were to get more projects to SZTAKI and to help in the dissemination of results of common research areas. 

Tasks of the Visit

First of all, Mr Alton-Scheidl has given insight of his activities and his expertise and could learn from the Department of Distributed Systems their research agenda. He has written project proposals and lead the negotiation for getting SZTAKI on board of EC funded projects. Furthermore, he learned specific local needs for disseminating research results on e-Democracy software.

Results of the Visit

Mr Alton-Scheidl started his visit at the Department of Distributed Systems, Computer and Automation Research Institute, Hungarian Academy of Sciences end of July 2001. At his first day, he has given a speech to the staff of the department with a focus on his work and the goals of his visit. With several meetings with staff members he worked out a weighted platform technology comparison for groupware based applications in order to build future projects on a solid basis. The final decision was made at the beginning of October for using php based open source solutions. 

In August, Mr Alton-Scheidl has started negotiations with the EDEN consortium (www.edentool.org), in order to make a NAS proposal. He has worked out the proposal and sent it to consortium members. SZTAKI should become a partner of the EDEN consortium in 2Qu02.

In parallel, we have worked out a new IST proposal called "PublicVoiceXML", which has been submitted on-time on the 17th of October. In this consortium, SZTAKI has the role of a technical supplier and will bring its know-how with XML solutions. The project is expected to start on March 1st, 2002.

During the visit period at SZTAKI, a number of negotiation steps have been carried out to allow a smooth project start for StreamOnTheFly on January 1st 2002, with SZTAKI being a cluster partner. 

Future Plans

Mr Alton-Scheidl will be working together with SZTAKI until end of 2003 due to 3 international projects in which he is involved as a consultant of the Austrian partner PUBLIC VOICE Lab. Within those projects, he will meet staff from SZTAKI regularly every 2-3 months and will follow-up common tasks.

Together with SZTAKI's deputy director for research he will be active in the 6th framework planning process. Mr Alton-Scheidl is a delegate in the national advisory committee for the 6th framework programme in Austria and will use the knowledge to set up Expression of Interests and a Network of Excellence. 

Mr Alton-Scheidl agreed with SZTAKI, that there will be mutual support for getting SZTAKI and PUBLIC VOICE Lab into 6th framework consortia.

Conclusions

Mr Alton-Scheidl did benefit of the nice infrastructure and the good personal relations between the team members and is looking forward to continue collaboration with the department in three R&D projects, for which the contractual arrangements have been prepared during his visit. The Center of Excellence status allowed him to work on international joint projects with SZTAKI.
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